
 
 
 
 

TO:        JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:     BOB LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT:    POSTING OF UNREINFORCED MASONRY STRUCTURES 
 
DATE:       APRIL 5, 2005 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider approving an Ordinance that would implement 

Chapter 12.2 of the California Government Code with regard to posting of 
unreinforced masonry structures. 

 
Facts: 1. Chapter 12.2 of the California Government Code (Gov. Code Sections 8875 et 

seq.) requires and authorizes local building departments to take steps to 
identify and establish a program for mitigation of identified buildings whose 
construction is unlikely to be earthquake resistant. 

 
 2. Chapter 12.2 of the California Government Code requires that certain 

notices be posted on unreinforced masonry buildings. 
 
 3. Any property owner who does not comply with such notification 

requirements may be subject to administrative fines levied by the City. The 
fine is $250, escalating to $1000 after 30 days of non-response. 

Analysis 
and 
Conclusion: The attached draft Ordinance has been recommended by the City Attorney as an 

appropriate step toward implementation of the California Government Code in relation 
to posting of unreinforced masonry structures. With adoption of the attached 
Ordinance, the City would be in the position to levy fines as an enforcement tool. Fines 
would be levied in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 8875 et seq., a 
copy of which is attached. 

 
Policy 
Reference: Chapter 12.2 of the California Gov.  Code (Gov. Code Section 8875 et seq.) 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: Should not be an extremely significant impact on the City. 
 
Options: a. Introduce for first reading Ordinance No. XXX, amending Chapter 17.35 of 

the Municipal Code relating to Seismic Safety, and set April 19, 2005, as the 
date for second reading. 

 
b. Amend, modify or reject the foregoing option. 

 













ORDINANCE NO.  
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES  
ADDING CHAPTER 17.35 TO THE EL PASO DE ROBLES MUNICIPAL CODE  

RELATING TO SEISMIC SAFETY 
 

WHEREAS, Chapter 12.2 of the California  Government Code (Gov. Code §8875 et seq.) requires and 
authorizes local building departments to take certain steps to identify and establish a program for 
mitigation of identified buildings whose construction is unlikely to be earthquake resistant; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 12.2 of the California Government Code requires that certain notices be posted on 
unreinforced masonry buildings, or contained in certain rental or lease agreements for tenancies in 
unreinforced masonry buildings; and 
 
WHEREAS, any property owner who does not comply with such notification requirements may be 
subject to administrative fines levied by the local Building Official. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby ordain as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Chapter 17.35 is hereby added to the El Paso de Robles Municipal Code as follows: 
 
 

Chapter 17.35 
 

SEISMIC SAFETY 
 

17.35.010 Warning Statement; Violations 
 
The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles intends to secure compliance with the 
provisions of Chapter 12.2 of the California Government Code regarding building 
earthquake safety.  The City Building Official is required to identify potentially hazardous 
buildings, must establish and implement a mitigation program for such potentially hazardous 
buildings, and may establish a schedule of fees to carry out such mitigation program.  In 
addition, the City Building Official is hereby authorized to notify the owner of any building 
identified as potentially hazardous and to levy administrative fines pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 12.2 of the California Government Code. 

 
SECTION 2. Publication.  The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published once within 
fifteen (15) days after its passage in a newspaper of general circulation, printed, published, and circulated 
in the City in accordance with Section 36933 of the Government Code. 
 
SECTION 3. Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any 
reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
 
The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed and adopted this Ordinance and each section, 
sentence, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, 
sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 
 



SECTION 4.   Inconsistency.  To the extent that the terms or provisions of this Ordinance may be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the terms or conditions of any prior City ordinance, motion, resolution, 
rule or regulation governing the same subject matter thereof, such inconsistent and conflicting provisions 
or prior ordinances, motions, resolutions, rules and regulations are hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 5.   Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force and effect as of 
12:01 a.m. on the 31st day after its passage. 
 
Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council held on April 5, 2005, and passed and adopted by the 
City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles on the 19th day of April 2005 by the following roll call 
vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 
   
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 


